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Contribution to the Toponomastics of the Central Alborz

Habib Borjian
Rutgers, The State University of New Jersey

Abstract

This article identifies toponymic patterns in the Central Alborz, a region
bonded by the Caspian Sea on the north and Tehran on the south. The
patterns studied include the element si/ and suffixes -us and -ij. The
component si@ in toponyms pertains to the pigment found in green
plants rather than to pitch-black. The prefusion of the component div
“demon” in onomastics of the Alborz testifies to a precarious stance
among the Caspian peoples of the Zoroaster’s rejection of the daéuuas.

Hypercorrections underlying some toponyms are also examined.

Keywords: Caspian Languages, Toponymic Paradigm, Etymology,
Semantics, Folk Etymology, Hypercorrection



