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Sketch-map of the eastern end of the silk route, showing (in parentheses) the Sogdian forms of place-names
occurring in the “Ancient Letters.”
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Translation and Review of a non-Religious Sogdian Text
(Fifth Letter of Sogdian)

Saeed Nazari
Islamic Azad University, Sanandaj

Abstract

There is no trace of the Sogdian language in the ancient period of the
Persian languages. However, in the Middle Ages, there are several
works of this language, one of the most important of which is the
ancient Sogdian letters. Sir Aurel Stein found the ancient Sogdian
letters in 1907 in one of watch-towers of the Great Walls of China.
These documents consist of 5 complete letters and 4 letter-like
fragments. The fifth letter was written by a man named Fri-khwataw
from Guzang to Aspandhat of Khotan on May 1, 313 AD. This letter
includes the names of products such as silver, linen, a kind of
unprocessed fabric, pepper, etc. In the present article, the author has
read and translated this letter.

Keywords: Sogdia, Ancient Sogdian Letters, Fifth Letter



