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The Prophet Muhammad'’s Family in the Yazidi Religious Lore

Victoria Arakelova
Russian-Armenian (Slavonic) University, Yerevan
Yerevan State University, Yerevan

Abstract

The Yezidi eclectic tradition has adapted numerous heterogeneous
elements of the religious landscape of Northern Mesopotamia. This is,
first of all, a serious Sufi component, which is quite natural for the
ethno-confessional community rooted in Sufism. Besides, this is a
number of obvious parallels with the Extreme Shi‘a field, what is
explained, among other things, by the Gnostic segment in the both
religious systems. Finally, these are common Islamic elements,
preserved in the tradition despite its complete rejection of Islam and
formation of a fundamentally new identity. The most controversial fact
here is the references to the Ahl al-Bayt, the representatives of the
Prophet Muhammad’s family, in the Yezidi religious code (gawl- i-
bayt). The article presents several examples of the Yezidi lore,
reflecting this phenomenon.

Keywords: Yezidism, Yezidi Religious Lore (Qawl-u-bayt), Muslim
Elements, the Ahl al-Bayt



