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The Dialect of Ziaran
in Fesgeldarra, Qazvin

Habib Borjian (Rutgers, The State University of New Jersey)
Ahmad Akbari (Independent Researcher)
Abstract

The district of Fesgeldarra, assessed here in historical context, also forms a
distinct unit within the linguistic mosaic of the western Alborz, between
Qazvin and Tehran, where an array of transitional dialects lies between
historical Caspian and Tatic language families, now influenced by Turkish
and Persian overlays. In the toponym (§6), the curious element p/fesgel is
analysed as *pes ‘front’ + *gar ‘mountain’, equivalent to the pis-kuh
commonly used today.

This paper describes the dialect of Ziaran, the seat of the district, with an
emphasis on its distinctive features. Consonant stops consist of two
phonemic pairs: palatal /k g/ and velar /k g/; while ¢ and y, otherwise
typical in Iranian, are absent in Ziarani (§1.1). The word order is head-
final, with the ezafe linker -/ in noun-noun and -e in adjective-noun
phrases (§2.2). Possession is expressed through has three constructions
(§2.5), reflecting the hybrid nature of the dialect. In verb morphology, the
past-stem formant -est- is productive across both transitive and
intransitive verbs; it occurs in the past participle used in perfect forms as
well as in many past forms (§3.2). The preterit and present perfect are
distinguished by inflection: béngatem 'l threw' vs. bengetdm 'l have
thrown' (§3.7). Posture verbs show an overt distinction between stative
and dynamic aspects: nistdm 'l have been sitting' vs. benestdm 'l have sat

down' (§3.9), contrasting with Persian aspect-neutral nesastéam.
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The section on typology (§5) identifies thirteen grammatical isoglosses
within Caspian and Tatic domains. The outcome reveals striking
agreements with Caspioid Taleqani on the north, as well as Savojbolagi on
the east, whereas the prevalence of past-tense formant -est- positions
Ziarani with the Tatoid varieties of Qazvin Kuhpaya on the west, as well as
Tatic in general.

Keywords: phonology, morphosyntax, typology, etymology, Alborz
languages, Caspian, Tabaroid, Caspioid, Tatic, Tatoid, Qazvin



