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The Language of Baba Tahir’s Couplets

Arash Akbari-Mafakher
The Center of the Great Islamic Encyclopaedia, Tehran

Abstract

The article examines the remaining written examples of the ancient
language spoken by the people of Hamadan, as quoted by Maqdisi and
Qumi (4th century AD), to understand Baba Tahir’s couplets. It also
identifies Baba Tahir’s couplets in manuscripts dating from the 7th to
the 11th century AD, as well as in ritual texts of Ahl al-Haqq in the
Gorani language. Baba Tahir’s couplets are categorized as simple and
ambiguous, and to determine their linguistic scope, five ambiguous
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and problematic couplets have been selected from the jung of the
Konya Museum (dated 848 AH) and Tagqi al-Din Kasani's Xulasat al-
as‘ar (dated 1007 AH). Using the descriptive method, the author has
read and explained the words and meanings of these couplets and
concluded that the old language of the people of Hamadan and the
couplets of Baba Tahir are Gorani.

Keywords: Baba Tahir, Hamadan, Fahlavi, Fahlaviyat, Cuoplet (Dobeyt)



