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The Etymology of Suhrab

Garnik Asatrian

Russian-Armenian (Slavonic) University, Yerevan
Abstract

The paper presents a tentative etymology of the name Suhrab in the
Sahnama, which radically differs from the hitherto prevailing view on the

origin of this name.

Keywords: Iranian Etymology, Suhrab/Surxab, Sahnama, Suhran
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Mausel the Armenian in the Sahnama

Garnik Asatrian

Russian-Armenian (Slavonic) University, Yerevan

Abstract

The article is devoted to the analysis of the passages in the Sahnama
where Armenians are mentioned, particularly Masel (Arm. Muset), the
commander-in-chief of the Armenian military forces during Xusrau II
(Parvéz), who supported the latter in the war against Bahram Cobén in
the end of the 6th century A.D. However, the personality of this Masel,
as described by Firdausi, must have been inspired by another Musel,
from the 4th century who defeated Sapir II in the Battle of Bagawan
(371). There was probably a legendary cycle around this Masel in the
Pahlavi tradition reflected in the sources of the Sahnama. Both Misels
belonged to the famous Armenian naxarar family, Mamikonian. The
author inter alia tries to explain the origin of the term naxarar
remaining hitherto without a convincing etymology.

Keywords: Sahnama, Armenians in the Sahnama, Misel (Arm. Muset)

Mamikonian, Naxarar, Radman, Barman



