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The Talyshis in Iran and the Republic of Azerbaijan*

Victoria Arakelova
Russian-Armenian University / Yerevan State University, Yerevan

Abstract

This article analyzes the Talysh, an autochthonous Iranian people
divided between Azerbaijan and Iran since 1813. It examines how
contrasting political and cultural environments north and south of the
Araxes have shaped divergent yet interconnected identity trajectories.
In Azerbaijan, state-driven Turkicization, demographic distortions, and
linguistic assimilation have reshaped Talyshi self-representation, while
in Iran the community has largely preserved its linguistic and cultural
continuity within an Iranian civilizational framework. The study
outlines the Talyshi ethnic territory, dialectal distribution, and
patterns of bilingualism and trilingualism, emphasizing the language’s
resilience within the Caspian continuum. It also highlights distinctive
religious syncretism combining Islamic and pre-Islamic elements. The
article further explores the post-Soviet revitalization of identity among
northern Talyshis, including cultural and linguistic activism and the
emergence of new political expressions. Despite differing historical
experiences, the Talysh on both sides of the Araxes maintain a shared
sense of ethnolinguistic belonging rooted in the broader Iranian

cultural sphere.

Keywords: Talysh, Iranian Peoples, Identity, Ethnolinguistics,

Turkicization, Caspian Region, Language Contact

* This article is part of a wider research on the Talyshis and other autochthonous
peoples of the Caucaso-Caspian area, realized within the framework of project 21AG-
6A079 of the State Committee for Science of the Republic of Armenia.



