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Baba Tahir’s Quatrains in ‘Arafat al-‘asigin by Auhadi Balyani
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Abstract

‘Arafat al-‘asiqin va ‘arasat al-‘arifin (completed in 1024 AH) by Auhadi
Balyani is the third extant source—following the jung of the Konya
Museum (dated 848 AH) and Taq1 al-Din Kasani's Xulasat al-as‘ar va
zubdat al-afkar (compiled ca. 1007 AH)—to preserve eight of Baba
Tahir's authentic quatrains. After examining these quatrains, the
author provides a critical reading and analysis of them. This study first
presents a critical edition, phonetic transcription, and Persian
translation of each quatrains; it then discusses their syllabic and
quantitative meters, rhyme and refrain, vocabulary and technical
terms, mythological motifs, elements of folk culture, and comparative
notes, supported by diverse textual and oral evidence. Based on the
conducted analysis, the following conclusions have been reached: The
linguistic substratum of Baba Tahir’s quatrainsis Gorani, influenced by
Kurdish, Laki, Luri, and Persian. With sufficient familiarity with the
Western Iranian languages, no ambiguity remains in their reading and
interpretation. In accordance with the Gorani poetic tradition, the
couplets are fundamentally syllabic in meter, though scribal and oral
alterations have made them appear closer to quantitative prosody.

Keywords: Baba Tahir, ‘Arafat al-‘asigin, Auhadi Balyani, Gorani
Language



